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Textual Research into the Time When ZHANG Daqian
Copied Dunhuang Frescoes

LI Huiguo
(School of Fine Arts, Hexi University, Zhangye, Gansu, 734000, China)

Abstract: In early years of the 1940s, the master ZHANG Dagian led his disciples, sons and nephews to western China

to copy frescoes in Dunhuang. This gave people a chance to have a look at the artistic treasure. The art circle usually described

the ZHANG Dagian’s hard experience “facing wall for 3 years”.

However, through sorting the history of this period, the au-

thor of this paper has found that ZHANG Dagian had not stayed at Dunhuang for three years. Though he spent 2 years and 6

months for his travel, the time he stayed at Dunhuang and Anxi was summed up to 1 year and 7 months. The time he spent for

copying was only 13 months. And the time he spent at Mogao Grotto was less than lyear. In such short time, he copied over

200 paintings with high quality. This has fully shown the great value of ZHANG Dagqian’s travel to Dunhuang.

Key words: ZHANG Dagian; Dunhuang; copy frescoes; facing wall for 3 years
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